Sa	THE AGE OF REASON
the musket, firing, quick marching, and he is given thirty
strokes with the cane." x The standing army of France before
the Revolution often had as much as half its strength in men
who were not born in France; the army of King Frederick
William I of Prussia comprised over one-third foreigners.2
The rank and file of a Continental army served for small
wages. The Austrian infantryman was paid six kreutzer, about
three-halfpence, a day, with an extra kreutzer daily as field
allowance during war. The corporal had ten kreutzer. Privates
in special corps—sappers, miners, artillerymen—had eight to
ten kreutzer daily. The commissariat was responsible for
feeding them, or else they were entitled to a certain messing
allowance. Private soldiers in the Prussian Army were paid
about twopence a day. A Prussian captain was paid forty
thaler (about £5) a month, a lieutenant twelve thaler (about
£i 15$.) a month.8
The officers were not so * mixed * as the men. A large pro-
portion of them were nationals of the country of the army
in which they served. Foreign officers, however, were quite
common. At the end of a campaign a large number of officers
and men were inevitably paid off and sent back to civilian
life. Naturally many of these preferred to look for service
elsewhere, and they offered themselves where soldiers were
wanted. The nobility of the Prussian county of Cleves
generally sought a career, which for some of them would prove
to be permanent, in the service of the Dutch, who were just
over the Cleves border. Other Prussian officers would be found
serving in a French regiment, on condition, naturally, that
they were not employed against the King of Prussia; if there
was a war between France and Prussia they would be posted
to a garrison on the French or Sardinian frontier, or given an
opportunity of service in Canada or India, The Russian and
Tuiiish Annies had many foreign officers, particularly in the
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